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ABSTRACT
The New Testament presents diverse gifts which includes Christ’s Ascension Gifts found
in Ephesians 4:1:1-16. These gifts are crucial in Penteco/Charismatic churches.
However, there are misunderstandings of these gifts among Christians, attracting diverse

opmions amoeng biblical schelars. This is because there 1s emphasis on some of the gifts
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CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL INTRODUCTION
1.0 Background to the Study

The New Testament presents diverse gifts. They include the gifts in 1 Corinthians 12, the

d 3

message of wisdom, the message of knowledge, faith gifts of healing, miraculous powers,
5 BHv L s

prophiccy, dislinguishing # : tongues; Romans 12

hH
'H. He
S i

rophesying, serviag, A{Cd(ﬂlll-u‘a énwuraemu,we‘mnm?tmthlg & the needs of others,
- o D B

leadership, showing mercy and those i Ephesians 4; the Aposties, the prophets, the

evangelist, the pastors and teacher cause Christ gave the gifts when he

ascended (Eph. 4:10}.°

Christ’s Ascension (Gifts had ammong schotars. . Raymond

become prophets and whern they start planting new chorches they become aposiles. This

is common in some Penteco/Charismatic churches. Ministers in some of these ministries

! The gifts in Ephesians 4:11 shall be known as Christ’s ascension gifts in this research.

2 The gifts that are mentioned in Ephesians 4 will be the focus of this study.

3 G. Raymond Carlson, “The Ministry Gifts of Ephesians 4” Paraclete Vol. 17.2. (1983): 5.
4 Carlson, “The Ministry Gifts of Ephesians 4” 5.



seem to grow from being pastors to apostles, which they consider to be the topmost of
the offices. Probably this might have contributed to some scholars asserting that there are
no more prophets and apostles.’ It is observed that most Christians troop to meetings

where the speaker is either a prophet or apostle. This phenomenon is also prevalent in

some of the mainiine churches and as 1t has been observed by thie researcher that some

aposties and prophets more tha ers, This has therefors caused many

ministers of the gospel (o ¢la sties. This phenoinenon is also

prevalent in other Afiican o@
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3 John F. MacAsthur, The MacArthir NE Tosier l'Com",ema, v Ephiesians. (Chicago: Moody Press,
1986), 140

¢ K. A. Baah, Prophets andTeachers. (Kumasi:Design Press, 2002), 6 and C. N. Omenyo, Pentecost

Outside Pentecostalism: A Study of the Development of Charismatic Renewal in the Mainline Churches

in Ghana. (Zoetemeer: Boekencentrum), 2002, 4.

7 Aymos Masotcha Moyo, Prophets, Profits and the Bible in Zimbabwe https://books.google.com.gh/
books?id=nnRgA AQBAJ&pg=PA9&Ipg=P A9&dq=zimbabwe+has+beentunder+the+grip+of+a+pro
phetictcraze&source=bl&ots=aVmlbxJ4hT &sig=ay6J1znJSljWp k2y96sAyVIRY &hl=en&sa=X&ve
d=2ahUKEwiln7qp8sHZAhWK1SwK1SwKHebmCrkQ6 AEwWAHoECA0QAQ#v=onepage&q=zimb
abwe%20has%20hasbeen%20under%20the%200fa%20prophetic%craze&f=false (accessed on 21%
February, 2018)



fraudulent activities of some prophets in Ghana, Opuni-Frimpong® indicates that some
of these prophets are operating out of “theological ignorance,” that is why they are
manipulating the citizenry. The work of Christ’s Ascension Gifts to the Church seems

not to be understood, hence their abuse in the church community.

Some of these gifts are saig; to be with th@ cqntcmporaxy-.-.chum' wiilc others are of the

view that they are obsclete. Th;b is iﬁ s‘ym«.{ W ﬂ;h Pau‘i J .Kbiqb i“‘kl who is of the view that

"'\.

'\- 'Q"' L R
i Wi timide W

the authoer of Ephesians mtm rets ﬁ ese gl f*‘ as offices and adds that the first two gifts;

-
A -".-

'hCTE'":}”IC ascended. The

olars. Some scholars

Thus, there 1s ruch confusion as to what these giﬂs are, therr role, and how the church

8 Kwabena Opuni-Frimpong is the General Secretary of the Christian Council of Ghana. He said this in an
interview on TV3 on 6™ March, 2016 during News 360.

9 Paul J. Kobbelski, Letter to the Ephesians, ” in The New Jerome Bible Commentary. (New Jersey: Prentice
Hall Inc, 1989), 889.

10 H. Alford, Greek Testament, Vol. 3: Galatians-Philemon. (Chicago: Moody, 1958), 117 and C. Hodge,
A Commentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians. (New York: Robert Carter and Brothers, 1999), 226.

1 Bill Mounce, Pastors and Teachers, and the Article.



can fully benefit from these gifts if they exist today. Interestingly, most of the people
noted as apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers are males. However, in
recent times there are female Christ’s Ascension Gifts in some Penteco/Charismatic
churches and are recognized as such.!”? Hence, this research shall also focus on the

similarities and differences 1 roles performed by males and females in the

Penteco/Chartsmatic churches

1.2 Research (uestion i
Wikat s the understanding of Chrig

Penteco/Charismatic Leadersin K

Sul questions:

siension:Gifis?

1:ales and males

e,

L3 Aim ami"Q_i_;_je

It islidiagn of the studv o

Panteco

Objectives
» Evaluate the contextual meaning of Christ’s Ascension Gifts in Ephesians 4:1-

16.

12 Ernestina Enyonam Novieto, “Women Leaders in Ghanaian Pentecostal/Charismatic Churches” PhD
Thesis, University of Ghana, 2013. http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh



» Evaluate the understanding of the Christ’s Ascension Gifts among
Penteco/Charismatic leaders.
» Assess the similarities and differences in roles played by females and males who

are Christ’s Ascension Gifts.

1.4 Methodelapy

S
.\'.H..
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M AF . R .
otexePsticat:ificthad was ased to interpret

i
i 8

The study had o do wiih

Ephesians 4:1-16, analyzing ifs internal sfracture, how tie pericope was developed, its

The study sought ¢ anderst g 4] arismatic icaders as such

an interview wa ¥ W largeled twenty-five

sisied of fifteen

Secondary data was gathered through journals, books, article and internet sources which

were relevant to the subject.

13 With purposeful sampling, the sample is chosen arbitrary on the basis of some characteristics possessed
by the subjects deemed important for the research. G. O. Agyedu, F. Donkor, and S. Obeng, Teach
Yourself Research Methods. 2013. p. 97. (Lecture Notes).



1.5 Significance of the Study
This study probes into issues relating to the understandings of Christ’s Ascension Gifts
in Ephesians 4:1-16 among Penteco/Charismatic leaders. The study is helpful to Biblical

scholars and Christians 0 their interpretation of Ephesians 4:1-16 apth it wiil also help

those who have been calledid

'H.

purposes. Students of Bibiigal &fuv‘BQ whi nyw&htu@ m@b Patiline corpus of study may

fing ihis study bengficial, The research Sadings wili aiso add to the body of knowledge

oncerning Christ’s Ascension




1.7 Literature Review

There are many spiritual gifts in the Bible. Spiritual gift is a gift of God which enables
the Christian to perform his or her (sometimes specialized) service.'* Price defines gifts
of the Spirit as a native endowment or talent granted by God to facilitate one’s call to

work of minisiry. " According to Wiersbe, “a spiritual gift is a God-given ability to serve

God and cther Christians

Tt Chrigt i

b S

Hh his
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e e U T I U . R
edified.”' Spiritnal gift isthefeiofe a SWipernatural abiiity the Holy Spirit gives to a

Christian to edify the church and manifestiod’s glory to the worid. That is, God gives

A

sovereignly combiigi]
= .t =,

comroon good

<>

14J.G. S. S. Thomson, and W. A. Elwell, “Spiritual Gifts” in Evangelical Dictionary of
Theology 2nd ed. (Michigan: Baker Book House Company, 2001), 1135.

15 Paula A. Price, The Prophet’s Dictionary: The Ultimate Guide to Supernatural Wisdom. New
Kensington, (Philadelphia, 2006), 236.

16 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Wiersbe Commentary: New Testament. (Colorado Springs, CO: Cook
Communications Ministries, 2007), 606.

17 Carlson, Can we discover our gifts? 11.



of Ephesians 4:11 and the gifts or manifestations listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10. The
giver of the gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:8-12 is the Holy Spirit while the giver of those in
Ephesians 4:11 is the ascended Christ. The gifts of the Spirit can be desired (1 Cor. 14:1;
12:31) while Christ’s Ascension Gifts are not desired. The former are gifts of the Holy

Ghost and the latter are Chist’s gifts to the church. Unly those who are called are Christ’s

gifts to the Church.'® Whiénsfhe Ly en er He had won His great

. . i tim e .:--\._'\;;._ H'\-\. AF ) :-\:.: b . X
victory over zin, death and hellSH Spourdd otitupon Hislundh and the world the gifts

of people - apostles, prophets, evangelistsiand pastors and teachers. '’

-
FECEEY

fiofigh Hochner does not state these

isiliEs gwun to the church

‘.;J:;J_mg___ﬁ{é:'budy of Christ to

18 Carlson, The Ministry Gifts of Ephesians 4.5

19 Carlson, The Ministry Gifts of Ephesians 4.5

20 James Montgomery Boice, Ephesians an Exposition Commentary. Grand Rapids, Michigan:
BakersBooks, 1997. p. 137

2l Harold W. Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker
Academic, 2002), 538.

22 Robert G. Gromacki, New Testament Survey. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: BakerAcademic, 1974), 252.



In discussing gifts in Ephesians 4:11, Boice posits that prophets and apostles do not exist
today.?* This is supported by Stott that there are no apostles and prophets today.?* Stott
opines that there is no prophet who can prophesy by saying, “thus says the Lord” and
also no one can claim an inspiration comparable to that of the canonical prophets.?> Boice

adds that there are people with diverse forms of apostohc minisiries whoe may be church

planters and also have ove

'Q"' b "\-C‘:

B ;
R '\-C"' i N

ey

.Q\. E R
there are nG moie Aposticsiy atier There e ministorsmdibise work resemble that of the

Boice sets & criterion for apostles sndipio; that is the abilizy to declare, “thus says
the canonical prophets, Can we

therctore use this criterion § tholemew, Philip. Ardrew and

s armed them
fsliowers guote
e the same Bible

2 Boice, Ephesians an Exposition Commentary. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: BakersBooks, 1997), 136

24 John R. W. Stott, The Message of Ephesians. (Downer Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1979), 160-
161.

25 Stott, The Message of Ephesians, 161

26 Stott, The Message of Ephesians, 161.

27 Ezra Chitando, Masiiwa Ragies Gunda & Joachim Kiigler, ed, Prophets, Profits and the Bible in
Zimbabwe. Bamberg: University of Bamberg Press, 2013. p.29. http://www.uni-bamberg.de/ubp/
(accessed on 7" March, 2016.)



A number of prophetic activities came forth around 1920, marking the most dramatic

progress of Christianity in twentieth-century West Africa.?®

Kuworrnu-Adjaottor
mentions Francis Akwesi Amoako, Elisha Salifu Amoako, and Ebenezer Adarkwa

Yiadom as prophets from Kumasi.?” Baah also raises the question as to why there is a

sudden resurgence and prohfcrarlon of prmhct‘,, ‘pi’Ophutlu minstrics and programs in

=

sgension gits are sh i iz the contemporary

.Q\.

this country.”™ All these stz,ggest 'Lhd’t:__'ht.-.

.Q'\.

:\-C"' i i '\-C"'

cirurch. It will be untair t@* sidte ﬁh i ot of! m&‘ﬁvmwﬁs % Ephesians 4:11 two are

obsolete while three ave still with the Cf

tch. However, one may argue that there are

emporary churci: as compared 10 roles

played by tiose m the early church

Soms Scholars refer to the ¢ ces. St fobn Fadie supports the

Penteco/Charismatic

ionégiﬁs Chnst gave

arismatics’ appownted b

2 Matthew Kusteabauder, “Prophetic mMGVEersWatiern Afiica” In New Encyclopedia of Africa 4, ed.
John Middleton and Joseph C. Miller. Detroit: Thomson/Gale, 2008. Pp. 273-279
(http://nrs.harvard.edu/urn-3:HUL.InstRepos:5332856)

2 J.E.T. Korwornu-Adjaottor, “Contemporary Prophetism in Kumasi: A Socio-Cultural and Theological
Assessment” Herald Journal of Education and General Studies 2.1 (February, 2013): 62-68

30 K.A. Baah, Prophets & Teachers Today. (Kumasi: Design Press, 2000), 6.

31 Raymond E. Brown, S.S., Joseph A. Fitzmyer, and Roland E. Murphy, O. Carm, The New Jerome
Biblical Commentary. (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1990), 689.

32 John Eadie, Commentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan
Publishing House, 1964), 222

33 Muddiman, 4 Commentary to the Ephesians, 198-200

10



‘institutional” ministry appointed by the church.** The leaders Christ gave to the Church
may be different from the leaders appointed by a particular church. Someone may not be
called as Christ’s ascension gift to the Church, but an institution may appoint such a
person as a leader. In the same manner, Christ’s gift to the Church may be appointed by

a church as a leader. This llustrates that it 15 not all chureh ieaders who fall within the

context ol Ephesians 4111, v oi all believers, there

o

were those with special exber e 3&1"0[11‘;{ s a‘nd the: e‘hu b set apart for particular

e

leadership roles {Epbestans 4:11-12).% Longman 1T observes that

“Paud identifies somse gifts given té etiviehal s §pcoial posiiens apostles, prophets,
evangeiisls, pastors and teact ) Fiption here is of special minisiry
rotes that Christ cails cetia it the gifts given them. The ons
fulfitling these reles dic noi SIRET e fhisishiiich b it rather equipped the rest
of the body 1o do ninistry, @ (5 given to him or
her because those gifts wi Y. Thus, gifis lead
ic ;ermr and 1 i ser s the 1Psp31:sib:1itv o 'fimse
atirers o

aiso have

40 may

34 Stott, The Message of Ephesians. (Downer Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1979),

35 Tremper Longman 11, ed., The Baker Illustrated Bible Dictionary. (Michigan: BakerBooks, 2013),
1158.

36 Longman 111, ed., The Baker Illustrated Bible Dictionary. p. 1159

37 J.G.S.S Thomson, and W.A. Walter, Evangelical Dictionary of Theology 2d ed. Walter A. Elwell, ed.
(Michigan: Baker Academic, 2001),1138.

38 Kenneth Hagin, The Ministry Gifts. (Oklahoma: Kenneth Hagin Ministries:. 1992), 4

11



record of programme that seeks to replace the ascension gifts. In as much as all believers
do the work of ministry it does not invalidate the roles played by the Christ’s Ascension

Gifts.

It is said that leadership is critical in every establishment. Adei cites the definition of

:glaﬁm“ £ vision and strategies,

leadership by john P. Kotter as,

he alignment of relevant: m\}pi i é‘l’n ihtb{’ slrai é‘l@s c"lL. the empowerment of

i
'\-C"' .Q-\. =

o i Wik 'Q"' 'Q"' R

F A s i ~:~ S W

irdividuals {group and scoieties) t¢ make the vision bappen despile obstacies.”® Adei

mentions six things leaders do which mghiide ziving divection in terms of providing
ision, goals aud values for natipn Buildis feading in the claboration of a viable and

¢ the peopie and rescurces to

wortanl fransitions in nation

angd ieachers

He ¢hurch on

organization, ete.™

3 Stephen Adei, Leadership and Nation Building. (Accra: Combert Impression, 2004), 17
40 Adei, Leadership and Nation Building, 17
41 Adei, Leadership and Nation Building, 17

12



purpose or essence of leadership such as service, guidance, transformation, etc.”#?

Leaders are the people who serve a community in fulfilling a common goal.

Traditional Ghanaian Pentecostal Churches’ view of leadership is in the notion of the

five-fold ministry. Though this term does not originate from the Bible, it has been known

ch igadershipas The gifts of Apostle,

in many Pentecostal theological.d: gues o char

Prophet, Evangelist, P;stor*?md Te ‘a'.h‘g“ gr{“ onst etm“d ‘&% '@ 1 whiist others view
H hH
'\. .\.:'\. "'\. H
B -R-.. e e HA ..':. w

them as funciiens.® In thetr unders tandm;: i‘c five-told mipisiry s the five teadership

Charismatic churches. Howd

] tiesf‘-}_:‘che prophets, the

\elana who staies that,

4 Petor Whate,

Jormation,’

~he adership and leadership
[1(3), Art. H286S5, % pages.

HC.P., Wagnes, Your spiritial gifis can Helyes HFE gmw Great Brizain: Moenarck Pubizcations Ltd.,
1994b. pp. 39; A., Hirsch, The forgotten ways: Reactivating the Missional church, MI: Brazos Press,
Grand Rapids, 2006. Pp. 153; , B., Witherington, The Letter to Philemon, the Colossians, and the
Ephesians. (MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 2007), 290-91.

4 G.D., Fee, God’s empowering presence: The Holy Spirit in the letters of Paul. (MA: Hendrickson
Publishing Inc., Peabody, 1994), 523.

46 Peter Whites, 2015 ‘4 Missional study of Ghanaian Pentecostal churches’ leadership and leadership
formation’, HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological Studies 71(3), Art. #2865, 8 pages.
http://dx.doi.org/10.4102/ hts.v71i3.2865

47 Assemblies of God position paper, 7

48 MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Ephesians, 140
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“they are all Christian leaders, regardless of title or function. They had been

commissioned for special assignments, involved in the proclamation of the gospel and

expected to be empowered with charismatic ministry, including signs and wonders.”*

“They are called leadership gifts because their role often involves governmental
oversight as gifted spiritaal leaders hearing influence upen the growth and maturity of
tiﬂP body of ’“hri“ Thev are f"equer‘ly refe-‘red ass 5 l"old \ﬁ11i°try Gifis due to the

7 1
Hh ascension (F 4 I-f‘} i Al“mué.‘} ugsm’gwﬂn» .ti‘:‘l fhllutt@lﬁnltfgmy)\]bt thcx do lmv
"'ns(‘ 'H. "H. H o

comining chara te“tk ics W ‘;ﬁ_ Fi e i

__chth“r "Io 2VOrY mEn Hc has:.

The aim of f-;:ad Eshi_ fo:ile : E : q‘ac‘er bt o bring all

the str 'ngthsqu\, : it move: arward 1o a-desiiid goal ™

4 Radek Smetana, The Need for Apostles in the 21st Century Church.

SEphesians4:11 Ministry Team sand the Apostolic Movement

https://www.google.com.gh/uri?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url?=https://www.5foldglobal.org/files/resour
cesleaders.e411.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjcrLio07KPeAhXNzqQHWzoD7sQFjAAegQIABAB&usg=A0
vVaw27aJ]ITmkHIeZMtFZwBiaB7

S Ellen G. White, Christian Leadership. (Washington: Ellen G. White Estate, Inc. 2010), 39

32 E.d. John Piper & Wayne Grudem. ed. “A Vision of Biblical Complementarity ” in Recovering Biblical
Manhood and Womanhood. ( 1llinois: Crossway, 2012), 39

33 E.F. Harrison, and Walter A. Elwell, “Apostle” in Evangelical Dictionary of Theology 2d ed. (Michigan:
Baker Academic, 2001), 85

14



Apostle is a transliteration of the Gk. apostolos, which comes from apostellein (to send).
Apostles are directed with power for task and are answerable to the sender.>* They are
sent by Jesus with the mandate to proclaim the gospel.’® Apostles in the NT includes

Barnabas (Acts 14:4, 14; 1 Cor. 9:5-7), James, the Lord’s brother (1 Cor. 15:7; Gal. 119),

. 2:253), and probably

SCOLTHIO

&M

5 Harrison and Biweli, “Apostle” 35.
55 MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Ephesians, 141

56 Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary, 541
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bodies that do so have moved closer to the New Testament ideal of ministry.”® That is,

Churches that have Christ’s Ascension Gifts look more like the early church.

On the other hand, Petts posits that the distinct application of the term could be applied

to three or four groups of people, uniquely to Jesus Christ (Heb 3:1), to the Twelve called

by fosus {Mark 3:13-15; R{S‘/ _ i4:14} and finally to

At

R
A
Pt

)
e e
P

A A

& people. Prophets in NT include | apiist, Agabus, Anna and the vrmarried

god.”" One notes with imp

% This statement on apesiles and prophets Wasapprovad 4s the official statement by the General Presbytery
of the Assemblies of God on August 6, 2001

% For some theologians only the Twelve are truly valid apostles.

7 D. Petts , Body Builders. (Mattersey: Mattersey Hall, 2002), 23-29

8 Petts, Body Builders, 23-29.

% Longman 111, ed., The Baker Illustrated Bible Dictionary, 1366

70 Albert L. Hoy, “The Gift of Prophecy” Paracletes. Vol. 10.3 (19760):.8

"I Hoy, “The Gift of Prophecy” 8

2 Hoy, The Gift of Prophecy” : 8

73 Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary, 542

74 Carlson, “The Ministry Gifts of Ephesians 4” 5

16



in whom the Holy Spirit worked. It is the free volition of the Spirit kathos bouletai (v.
11) which determines who received which gift.”> All believers can prophesy, that is, all
have the ability to prophesy but not all believers are prophets. However, no one can

prophesy at will.”®
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Hippolytus®® speaks of prophets notably in the past tense; it has been argued by Von
Campenhausen that this indicates the genuine prophets had disappeared from the church
by Hippolytus’ days. Yet, there are indications that this revelatory gift did, in fact,
continue, and Hippolytus himself knew of its legitimate expression. These indications

exist m two forms: first, in his concerns r*vp sed regardmg the presence of false
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81 Robeck Jr., “Hippolytus on the Gift of Prophecy” Paraclete vol. 17.3 (1983): 24

82 Robeck, Jr., Visions and Prophecy in the writings of Cyprian. Paraclete. vol. 16.3 (1983): 25

8 Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary, 542.

8 O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians. Leicester, 299.

85 O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 299

8 Klyne Snodgrass, The New Application Commentary: From Bible Text .....To contemporary life. (Grand
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proclaim good news.?” They have been given to the church to reach out to the lost.
Snodgrass argues that it is probably untrue to suggest that the evangelist is itinerant
minister. He uses Paul’s admonishing to do the work of evangelist at Ephesian to build
the church (1 Tim. 1:3).%% An evangelist may pursue evangelistic activity in a particular

&

place or move to other places after finishing with the work at a given place or training
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Muddiman supports the first-generation division of ministers (Eph. 4:11) into itinerants
and residents in the church. Whereas the evangelist takes over the itinerant ministry of

the apostle, the pastor and teacher takes over local ministry of the prophet.®*

It is uncertain whether to take teachers closely to pastors or take them separately. The

4:11. it is possible the
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times are not treated fairly in ministry.”® All the gifts mentioned in Ephesians are
masculine in nature. Vyhmeister posits that Junia was accepted as an apostle in the early
church, however, lately an ‘s’ was added to make it Junias, a masculine name. Reasons
for this are unknown. It could be scribal error or political reason to deny the fact that

women could be apostles.” According to the Junia Project the masculine form was non-
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the feminine”!% Nancy Vyhmeister again cites Epp’s list of various English translations
that translate Junia as masculine or feminine, “The seven earliest English versions from
Tyndale (1525-1534) to the KJV (1611), all have Junia as a woman. From the Revised
Version (1881) until the New Living Translation (1996), 21 English translations have the

masculine, while 10 have the feminine.”’”” Vyhmister quotes Scot McKnight, in her
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not an apostle.!?” Their findings according to Vyhmeister was challenged by Baukham,
Belleville also replicated the study of Burer and Wallace, after which she gave biblical
exhibit which showed their mistake. Belleville made the case that the en plus usually a
dative indicated a person was one of a group. She used Matthew 2:6 and adds a parallel

of episeemoi from Lucian’s Dialogue of the Dead to Romans 16:7 “most disiinguished

among whom were our richicguntryriun
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Prophetesses are seen in the Old Testament (OT) and the New Testaments (NT) of the
Bible. Mariottini, is of the view that, her studies has shown that God calls both men and
women into the prophetic ministry.'!? Prophetesses found in the OT include Miriam (Ex.
15:20-21), Deborah (1 Chron. 25:5-6), the prophetess, who Mariottini refers to as Isaiah’s

wife (Is. 8:33, Huldah (ZK:‘mgs 22:i4), and Noadiah (Neh. 6:14).73 In Jjoe! 2:28 a

':ﬁponr Hln @pmt ubon':aﬂ flesh. In Acts 2:15-18

Peter afTirmed the confir nh&mn of the pm‘phgoymf ?ﬁei- e ﬂi‘ﬁ Spirit came upon them

in the upper room. The Spirit came upen Mary and other wemen too (Acts 1:14).
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There are women in the NT who spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. When Jesus
encountered the Samaritan woman in John 4, the woman believed in him (Jesus) and

went to his community to spread the news about Jesus. Many of the people in her vicinity

believed in Jesus through her preaching.
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There is no consensus among scholars on the Christ’s Ascension Gifts. Different scholars
have made varying views on the topic under discussion. The next chapter will do an
exegesis of the text to glean the understanding contextually. This will help in knowing

what the Bible says about the Christ’s Ascension Gifts
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CHAPTER TWO
EXEGESIS OF EPHESIANS 4:1-16
2.0 Introduction
The chapter one was generally an introduction to the thesis. It was concluded that there

have been varying views from scholars on the Chiist’s Ascension (ifts because of its

) | . \ -E‘ .\,. .\,.
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background of the epistic 4o the Ephesiling, am-itompidd vanslation of the text and

exegetical witerpretation of the text, theoiogical refleciion from the stusdy and conclusion.
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there are no greetings in Ephesians, a church Paul had worked in for years. The brief
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farewell also negates Pauline authorship. Ephesians is therefore considered Deutero-
Pauline. These arguments against Pauline authorship have been systematically rebutted
by scholars who see Ephesians as a book written by Paul without a shadow of doubt.'!”
We associate ourselves with the statement of F. F. Bruce on the author of Ephesians, he

states, “The author, 1f he was not Paul himself] has cairied the apostlc s thinking to its
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Christ.”1?* This is based on the Ephesians 1:9-10. Unity as a theme of Ephesians is

supported by many scholars.!?>

2.1.3 Date

The author of Fphesians indicates hie is a prisoner at the ime of writing the epistie (3:1
X “ 9
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2.1.5 Place of Origin and Audience
Letter to the Ephesians is alleged to be encyclical by some scholars.!? Thus it was

supposed to be read to other churches which could include Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira,

tmRegause it has no specific

setting and precise purpose ~1’t-mﬂ(c§~1 f&ny} acbwl 11;«5 k‘ncy*elical sature.*® It could be that
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the body of a contemporary letter can also be said of Hellenistic letters'3* and other New

Testament letters.

The genres of Ephesians include didactic materials (2:1-22), an eulogy (1:3-14),
thanksgiving prayers (1:15-23) or request (3:13-19), a doxology (3:20-21, a reprimand

(4:17-19), an encouragemsnt (l i %

(3:25-30)."%° Lincoln 5.011311,{ es
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2.1.7 The Church of Ephesus in the New Testament
The Church of Ephesus is very common in the New Testament. In the book of Acts, Paul
reasoned with some Jews in a Synagogue (It is mentioned in Acts where Paul left Priscilla

and Aquila. Acts 18:18-22). Also he met some disciples in Ephesus who had received

o

John’s baptism {Acts 19:1-8). We agan see Paul m Ephesus where he spoke to them

about his death {Acts 20: 13

S

In the Episties. Panl narrated how he fought with beasts (1 Cor. 15:32) and his plan of
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Table 2.1: The Greek Text and Suggested Translation of Ephesians 4:1-16
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138 Tnterlinear Transliterated Bible, Biblesoft, Inc., 2006.
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160 Tnterlinear Transliterated Bible, Biblesoft, Inc., 2006.

161 Bible works 6

162 Tnterlinear Transliterated Bible, Biblesoft, Inc., 2006.
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164 Interlinear Transliterated Bible, Biblesoft, Inc., 2006.
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Table 2.2: Attempted translation of Ephesians 4:16

f. 1 then, prisoner of the Lord thercmrr‘ entreat you to wa k ‘.’vO“fhh‘/ according the call

you received, G

 ileniac f'~'=';"=f .
sHenileessiiwith fong siiT

2. With all lewhness and e ?ﬁ&endyre one another in love

Be eager to keep the uitity'of the spifis inthebond.affheade

3
4, One body, one sou 1 just as you have been cailed inio one Lope,

giﬂs unto men.

What does “he went up

y-gvery assisting ligament,

II. Attitude for unity vv 2-3

III. Things that bond Christians vv 4-6

165 Bible works 6
166 Interlinear Transliterated Bible, Biblesoft, Inc., 2006.
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IV.  Grace is given to everyone v 7
V. Reference to the OT vv §-10
VI.  Different gifts given v 11

VII.  Purpose of the Gifts v 12

VL Diffects of the Gifts vv 13-16
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1. Appeal o live according to a calling vi

then, therefore, accordingly, h;e{gf'f"' IBOESTSH tﬁa t}i ‘authm i introducing a new idea which

AOCHIE

167 Cf. Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary. 502

168 O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians. Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1999.
p. 272; James Montgomery Boice, Ephesians: An Expository Commentary. Grand Rapids, Michigan:
Baker Books, 1997. p. 120-1 and D. M. Lloyd-Jones, Christian Unity: An Exposition of Ephesians 4.1-
16. London: Morrison & Gibb Ltd., 1980, 11

169 O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 274

170 Bruce, The Epistle to the Ephesians: A Verse-by-Vesre Exposition. London: Picking & Inglis LTD,
1961, 12
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moral issues.!”! Parakaloé~ means urge, beseech, or exhort. Barr favors the translation
of Parakalod™ as exhort!” instead of beseech, beg, urge or entreat. This is because, Paul
is dealing with the application, practice and what is meant to be lived. Parakaloé~ should

be translated entreat. This is because the author is imploring them to live the doctrine he

had expounded from chapter one to three.

soliaify the unity of the church. Resi
attitudes that fit the conductigy i i‘ﬁh It is an cthical appeal to life

(virtues) that s in ine with thig FESH R sceived (hes eidethete}. An appeal

walk worﬂ‘iily-:""

is used auc; g (°Bfien writes, “it is a

aranlify

"I Muddiman, Black’s New Testament Commentaries. ed., Morna D. Hooker. Cornwall, Great Britain: TJ
International Ltd, 2001. 78

172 James Barr, The Semantics of Biblical Language. London: Oxford University Press, 1961 232-33.

173 K. T. Resane, The Ecclesiology Of The Emerging Apostolic Churches — Fivefold Ministry: July 2008,
148

174 O’Brien, Letter to the Ephesians. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Grand Rapids Michigan),
1999,.273
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their calling. This call is not only to the individual but the church at large.!” This is
because, the recipient of the epistle was a church and not individual, more so it is the

church that is expected to manifest these characteristics.

The first characteristic that exhibits living worthily is Lowliness of mind and meeknes$

(pasees lapeinofrosunees kgt g L’%teem.ﬁ). L‘hm can Begipansiated as complete

lewiiness of mind and “n?@i‘\hﬁp‘s al ?Qwﬁmemq aiﬁ 1“’16‘6\]{1‘)65‘1 mmol\te} birable and

e G il

gentle, and humility and géntleness T‘he author §ses nouns and agjectives (complete

lowliness of 1oind and meekness, ail l(rvs?ilmti and meekness, completely humble and

critle, and bumiiity ané gentlen; ) ewhat 18 expacted of therr. 19 Through
1) J &= e : 1
s technigue Paut ieils his audi

937

the unity,” "’

17* Hochner, Ephesians: An rregc 7 ;

176 Ct. Markus Barth, Ephesians. Translation and Commentary on Chapter 4-6. (Garden City, New York,
Doubleday & Company Inc., 1960), 427.

177 Muddiman, Black’s New Testament Commentaries. ed., Morna D. Hooker. (Cornwall, Great Britain:
TJ International Ltd, 2001), 77

178 Markus Barth, Ephesians: Translation and Commentary on Chapter 4-6. 249

179 Resane, The Ecclesiology Of The Emerging Apostolic Churches, 148

180 Muddiman, Black’s New Testament Commentaries. ed., Morna D. Hooker. (Cornwall, Great Britain:
TJ International Ltd, 2001), 179

181 Hoehner 506. ( 1 Cor. 4:21, 2 Cor. 10:1; Gal. 5:23, 6:1; Col. 3:12; 2 Tim. 2:25; Titus 3”:2; Jas. 1:21;
3:13; 1 Pet. 3:16)
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meek and humble (Matt. 11:29). In 2 Corinthians 10:1, the author talks about Christ’s

meekness and gentleness.

Makrothumias is a noun genitive singular which means patient, longsuffering or
forbearance. Longsuffering means “holding yourself in control for a long time and not
giving way fo passion.”'™ Longsufj

wAiet 3:8-9% This is seen

r‘_rinv i- ap attrlbutc::@i £104:

o the Epistie of Peter, whei‘e the @u g%‘ *cx ﬂfwb God' ‘a@ pat"tm and gives reasons to

o ..; 'H- 'H- S
i R -.':- Wit i S by

support this assertion, that 18 God ¢ patient bccuu : he does net want people (o perish (2

fitiwiih one another

Veiliechomenol allecloon en agdpee).
¢ one wha 1s offended sheuld out

ring wilh cne another is love.

- the spicit in the

foil, _neumafos en tod sundésmoo

teés eirgénees; Unity in the bocy of Chirist is niot auto pilol. It requires deliberate effort.

182 M. D. Lloyd-Jones, Christian Unity: An Exposition of Ephesians 4:1 to 16. (London: Morrison & Gibb
Ltd, 1980), 44

183 Lloyd-Jones, Christian Unity, 45

184 Resane, The Ecclesiology Of The Emerging Apostolic Churches, 148

185 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary 5,10

186 Lloyd-Jones, Christian Unity, 45
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The Greek word spouddzontes could mean be eager or to hasten. This explains that a
decision has to be made before realizing the unity agenda. Barth states that the Greek
word sundésmoo translated ‘bond’ could have a technical or metaphorical understanding.
That is, it could mean something that keeps material things together, be it house, a
ligament, or different members of physical body. \107aph0r.ca.h to “the classical writer

.

it denotes whal Xeeps : “Among

Pythagoreans the term midany “ﬂuft Lapmtdi ’1'!:~=-iﬁ<i ster-adtiue Swhich holds ali virtues

togeiber "1 Sundeésmoo tiherefore means Lth whici: bring people together and also

Ephesians also |

believed they w

Christ (Eph. 1:23). O’Brien is of the view that Paul begins with sodma because that is

the focus of the epistle, as the epistle is meant for the church.!® Resane states that the

187 Barth, Ephesians, 428-9
138 Barth, Ephesians, 429
18 O’Brien, Letter to the Ephesians, 281
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church is not the creation of any man but the work of Christ himself. He supports his

argument with quotes from Moltmann that,

“The unity of the Church is not primarily the unity of her members, but the unity of
Christ, who acts upon them all, in all places and at all the times. Christ gathers His
Church. Consequently, the unity of the Church lies in his uniting activity. The result of
his gathering activity is the unity of believers in Christ (Gal 3.28) and their unity of mind
in the Spirit {Epk 4.24).1%

st \Mﬁ&t brm}q» the,

The church is united becad HQi khr fowsia
:.': W q-"“ H S x“"
their knowledge and faith Ll.ﬁ‘ml C wist ‘c rcormes the force that bnngs them together.

113} the Spirit confirms the

Soirit (Eph. 2 1(}—_2) the

‘one body’, andil 1
and enables it to

Christ’s sa ivmimﬁ _

¢ ocutworking of God’s

nhesiany’ i the reality that ali things will be

headed up in Christ (1:9).”!%* Paul explains clearly, “If only for this life we have hope

190 Resane, The Ecclesiology Of The Emerging Apostolic Churches, 148-9
91 O’Brien, Letter to the Ephesians, 281

192 Lloyd-Jones, Christian Unity, 82

193 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary, 515
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in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men” (1 Cor. 15:19). The hope Christians
share is that of eternal rest with Christ. The one hope is the motivating factor that causes
Christians to bear with one another knowing what is prepared for them. The believers

were told in Eph. 1:13-14 that the Spirit is the seal of their salvation awaiting the

redemiption.
The body of Christ has cne Eord { KEW' sipot fn'ent'-o Jesu& Christ. Lord could
';.l": “‘::.__ x:.::-‘! xx’ W xx* H S x“

mean Jestz, Lord 1n this context dm:, not refer to God since later i the {ext the author

Trinity. Who gives “redempts

OT Like Rom. 4:8. Christ is -thg::i;f, 1-_-,}::% ‘Hhd Gcnules do not bave different

‘Lord.’

194 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary, 516
195 Lloyd-Jones, Christian Unity, 4.
19 O’Brien, Letter to the Ephesians. 283-4
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Mia pistis (one faith) is the next thread that binds the Ephesians. The believers have one
Lord, and this is as a result of the faith they have. The ‘one faith’ is subjective. G. D. Fee
mentions that, faith is an entry experience of the believer.!”” The author of Hebrews
states “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see”

Heb. 11:1). Though faith being less likely in context, 1f faith is objective, then it denotes
el o o }

H
S

the act or altitudes of belie 1 cormmunity of the one

S
&

) R OE RS B ¥ - .
body. In Ephesiaus, there i§ onbddiih CFbothaleWs snd:@eniffes {as Rom. 3:20 makes

He S HEH He .
" F t

E

cleary. There is cne faith since there is ovlggne Lord, '™

What follows faith is lién baprisw ). Ancther thing that has united the

197 Fee, God’s Empowering Presence, 704

198 O’Brien, Letter to the Ephesians. 283-4

199 E.g. Hodge, 208-9; Alford, 3:114; Eadie, 274; Ellicott, 80; Mayer, 199; Abbott, 109; Salmond 322;
Barth, 468-70; Schnackenburg, 166; Bruce, 336-337; Linciln, 240; Best, 369 etc.

200 Chafer, 124-25; Roels, God’s Mission of the Holy Spirit, 3d ed. Findlay, Ohio: Dnham, 1958, 140; W.
B. Robbinson, “Towards a Definition of Baptism,: RTR 34 (January-April): 3-4; E. R. Rogers, “Yet
Once More — One Baptism’?” RTR 50 (May-August): 41 — 49. Barth (Die Taufe — ein Sakrament?
472-73.
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triad of element which discusses the Son.?! When one becomes a believer by the Spirit
the person becomes God’s child so one baptism means the Spirit’s initiation of individual

into Christ. The Spirit’s initiation of the believer makes them have heis Theos (one God).

God is the one who is behind the scenes. Paul climaxes the reasons the Church is united

ar:d has to maintain it. The church, Jews and Gentiies come from fels Theds. He 18 heis

Theds kai Pateér pontoon B

oy

oy
R -
~

be mascubiiie or neuter. 1f ifterpreied as Wascubng thetritTetersic “ail people” and when

:
B
T

former 292

o
m

(¥’ Brien cites Bruce who indi

the aposileiis st

individual in the church, body of Christ.?% Stott explains that, “the contrast between

201 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary, 518
202 O’Brien, Letter to the Ephesians, 284
203 O’Brien, Letter to the Ephesians, 284
204 O’Brien, Letter to the Ephesians, 284
205 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary, 522.
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verse 6 and 7 is striking. Verse 6 speaks of God as the Father of us all, who is above all.
Verse 7, however, begins: But grace was given to each of us . . . Thus, Paul turns from
‘all of us’ to ‘to each of us’, and so from the unity to the diversity of the church.”?% This
implies that Paul moves from dealing with unity in the church to deal with what the

individuals 1 the united church has been given. This is claborated "J‘/ Theodore . Epp,

who wriles, “Beginning \{i'ith Ep

'Q":
i

Attentton is turped frowm 4 vhat *hax heen dene for each

29207

belicver.

The transition Is revealing. In as mu ted as a hody, there are diverse gifts
: P P .H'
for individuals. Charles Hod,

essential equality of ali beli

and honor.” %8
that Paul
{ the Spirit so the

contexi, Paul mentions

Hian alleges that

verse 7 and ahead to verse THAENMGdH

wthersitmts out that aecording to measure

206 Cf. John R. W. Stott, The Message of Ephesians. (Downer Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1979)

155

Theodore H. Epp, Living Abundantly Studies in Ephesians. (Lincoln, Nebraska: The Good News

Broadcasting Association, Inc., 1973), 161

208 Charlse Hodge, A Commentary On the Epistle to the Ephesians. (Great Britain: Filmset Limited, 1964),
221

209 Bruce, The Epistle to the Ephesians, 1961), 81.

210 Muddiman, Black’s New Testament Commentaries, 187

207
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could be interpreted in two ways: measure could be limited amount or full measure. He
cites Crandfield view point that, the use of measure in context favors the later.?!! Paul
gives a hint that he is quoting from a source hence, “This is why it says.” Here, Paul
quotes from Psalm 68:18 and in the LXX 67:19, though it is not a verbatim quote, it is

likely a "“Christiazed form from the hymnody of his community.”*!?

Notice that in ;pheoxar“ (1) the opnening indizative ‘you have ascended’ has been
changad into a participle, ascended; the ggeond person ‘you have captured’ has been
:vhe'lg\(l to 1} @ third, ‘hf (dpmnd and tli ,AX h.xs been pr\ieu?d to chrrv\ (mr:'re 15

by

he gave g Glﬁg . In the Targum the
s a0l iust {e Zrtm but to heaven
ﬁl,@ I‘th sizns has changed “You

TS

ic have ] mystmal Ln.,:)untj: 3
received gifis” 0 "You haves

P

The dillerences in the versi

textusing the Midrash metho

o flgli; the descent at

1ation does not seem

Tl WEEEsbe 15 of the view that Chrrist

ascended as a victor. He led his captives and shared the spoils with his supporters. He

21 Muddiman, Black’s New Testament Commentaries, 187
212 Muddiman, Black’s New Testament Commentaries, 188
213 Muddiman Black’s New Testament Commentaries, 188
214 Muddiman Black’s New Testament Commentaries, 188
215 Muddiman, Black’s New Testament Commentaries, 192
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adds that the ‘captives’ are not his enemies but sinners who the devil had held in sin.
After which He gave gifted men to the church.?'® In support, Muddiman writes, the

captivity in context is ‘sin and death’.2!”

The intent of Christ is to fill all. Hoehner mentions that pleerodsee as a verb is used by

It recans fill and the object

H S x“

Christian but 2il.2'® The ali things could mean ch« and Gentiles. Pleerocsee is active

ence Christ is the subject doing the fi lm fhronsn the gifis given.

Hoehner offers three ways in which gtionia the context:

“As a transition troro the ps

11 could be explicative !
8 dml mzking no divect{ ‘14 ars .'_vm'em'metiq:al. (3) it
could serve as an cxpm j rse with verse 7, scripiurai
ggfted in verse G-1C explaining:

This study agrees: > coniext in Eph.

4:7-11. The jyérsc md himself {Kafaudps : back 0 the one who

Vi, Different gifts'g

The word apasiclous s nou This suggests Christ gave

apostles. Apostle is official emissary of Jesus Christ assigned to proclaim with authority

216 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Wiersbe Bible Commentary. (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2007),
607

217 Muddiman, Black’s New Testament Commentaries, 191

218 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary, 537
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the word of God. In Ephesians 4:11, the gifts were given when he (Christ) ascended.
These gifts are not same as the ones given prior to the ascension. In our discussions of

these gifts the focus should be on the post ascension.

Apostles in the NT are those who are commissioned and sent to proclaim the gospel.

They are aimost all malies i thg;.-N-'I'

and the ones that followed xlmi? olﬁlanhié 7; &‘181’@”810 séhpiarsufvho agree 'lovvidy is a

L i B
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fermale and an aposiie, however there are tho»c whe are of the view that founian is a

focus ditferentiafg
revelation ‘whilé

proglamming, the

scriptures talik

prophets” prophesy.

prophecy. The ascended Christ éive p oph 15 whi'e the Holy Ghost gives gift of

219 Aegido of Rome 1245-1316CE called called Andronicus and Junian men in his Opera Exegitica,
Opuscala 1.

220 J, Fitzmyer, Romans: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary. (New York: Doubledsay,
1993), 737-38; he cites Chrysostom, Rufinus, Jerome, Haymo, and Hatto.
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prophecy. There was confusion in the Corinthian church emanating from Profeétas

prophesying at the same time resulting in confusion (1 Cor. 14:29).

There were prophets (Profeétas) who spoke about Jesus to those who were anticipating
the redemption of Jerusalem (Luke 2:36). She was a widow who lived her life in the

temple praying and fasgng.. Philip 3150 hag, damghteis..wbo could prophesy

(Profeeicvousal). Profeezpz}b%Lrt 151 beb"z?'l“ﬁ ‘,1pls~ prp,ém fiaf:iw, neminative feminine
“‘::.,_ b -.':- x Winns ~:~ T S x“

plural which means who ud prophesy or who ph)}h“qu:d These virgins prophesied. The

-
S

NASB translated profecteriousai as prophetesses. This implies thar females also

prophesy. in the NT where people a , oflen it was done by prophets (1

Cor. i4). It is therefore like fore pro rhetesses. Tre ascended

Chrnist gave propheis (fiphes fedtas 15 masculine which can

“ment:oned. however, ithe NT it

fts to the

to talk about Jesus and some of the Samaritans from that town believed in Jesus because

of the woman's testimony (John 4:39).
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There is a scholarly debate??! surrounding dé poiménas kai didaskdlous (the pastors and
teachers). This is because one article ‘the’ (dé )is used for both (Eph. 4:11). The debate
is whether it is one person who is a pastor and teacher or there is a pastor and a teacher.
Is he trying to bring to fore the point that pastors are teachers? Daniel B. Wallace asks

the guestion better, “does the article before govern both and if so, in what way . . .77

Hochner 1s of the view thg :20, but Aposties and

i
-

Prophets are considered xe'palitc‘ uséiof one article does not

necessarily reean the two are same. He cifes. Robbertson” Grammar to support this line

of argument. Bil! Mounce posits thag, &

Series. »az Mounce affirms

howey

9 with a definite article

LR " R . .
I.-bufthe ungrateful is wicked. In the

221 Bill Mounce, Pastors and Teachers.
222 Bill Mounce, Pastors and Teachers.
223 Bill Mounce, Pastors and Teachers.
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context of Ephesians 4:11, the absence of the article before teachers also imply pastors

are teachers. However, not all teachers are pastors.

These gifts work together in fulfilling God’s purpose for his church. Apostles go to new

places to plant churches, the evangelist wins people to the faith (Acts 8:4-12), teachers

teach the aposiolic doctring{ Agls £3:1-3), the paster continuaby.shicpherds them, as the

R <
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fon¥(prophecy o pe

prophicts comes with timelygeyel ect the Saints (Acts 20:10-11).
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Vil Puarpose of the Gifts v 12

| clauses. He

cites five ways sonidhy ¢ begins that, “Some

prepose 1o invert ghe . "Chirist appointed the

apostles, and col h ig'the perfecting of

of Christ.”

To this be objected the

=

change m the prepositions {mpdg, €i¢ L), and the incongruity of the thoughits — the
expressions not being parallel. This is how the translators of the KJV interpreted it - For

the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
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Christ (Eph. 4:12). This implies that the ministers in verse 11 are the ones performing

the three functions. The three clauses are thus parallel to each other.

The third group also made the last two clauses subordinate to the first. ‘Christ has

appointed the ministry with the view of preparing the saints, for the work of serving one

gnother,” (compare Digkonjan jols [_zagz’a;_ls b C0r.:1 62 430 gx.the edification of his

body).” Hodge cencludes Lh’ﬁ% l‘ll& ab“sgri:aes‘ih&t Q! axk ?mn whme a sense unsuited to
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the contexi.” The forth view is*
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o make the two clauses with eig explanatery of the first

1e preparation of the saints, some for the

3ig body.” But this is inconsistent with

nelievers., “The first

preposiiionai clause teil of what the gitted people s work to achieve: to prepare God's

people for works of service.??*

224 E.D. Mbennah, “The Goal of Maturity in Ephesians” in Acta Theologica 2016 36 (1): 118.
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The gifted people are also part of the saints. This means the work of ministry is for all
saints and not just lay ministers. This is because each gift (apostles, prophets, evangelist,
pastors and teachers) is to prepare saints through the ministry of one another. Everyone
is supposed to work, so that the body of Christ may be built up or edified. It is not likely

Paul intended that only the gitted men were 1o work to attamn the goal i verse 12.

":;, '\-C"'

.Q\.

VI Effects of the Gifss £3- ]6‘\-\. ¥

A

=
prH
HS
. L
[ TIA A

The verse twelve anvetied the purpose ;"the gifts, The verse thirieen looks ar the goal

1at 18, if all the Christ’s Ascension Gifts

The expected spiritual g

henoteeta teés pisteoos). The church is expected to reach ‘into the unity of faith.” The
author included himself in the growth, katanteésoomen; we arrive/come/attain. Katantoo

occurs thirteen times of which four (1 Cor. 10:11; 14:36; Eph. 4:13; Phil. 3:11) was used
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by Paul, its meaning suggests making a trip to a destination except (Acts 26:7).2%° This
means the gifts will continue till the climax of the purpose of the gifts. Hodge posits that,

pantes does not refer to all men as Jerome, Morus, and Allioli say it refers.??6

The verse 13 has three prepositional phrases: eis pdantes teén henoteeta teés pisteoos, eis

ra

andra téieion and eis meirgn |

Jiistoti. Scholars are of

o

the view that these prep?ﬁéiggnaﬂ ph ,\5‘:3‘ ?pedlﬁi‘ of three §1d€:' of the same goal,
Y OB WME Wy, R i
e LR nl i, e EEs TP -\.'b- WH

reaturily, >’ This wmaterity wiil belp Christians overcome deception which is also

expected to help achieve Christtan ma.m_x- . . Brace s of the view that the “unity of

2 same faith, This 8 supported

the body of believers, " Thig

osult of ndi

readers “may be:sfFong (Gmapprehet

of Christ.”%*

225 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary, 552.

226 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary 552

227 Hoodge, A Commentary On the Epistle to the Ephesians. Great Britain: Filmset Limited, 1964. 230;
Best, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Ephesians. ICC, ed. J. A. Emerton, C. E. B. Cranfield,
and G. N. Stanton. (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1877) 403.

228 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary, 553

229 Bruce, The Epistle to the Ephesians, 87

230 Stott, God’s New Society, 169
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roles well, believers will know the Son of God. This will finally occur when the goals
with which the Christ’s Ascension Gifts were given are fully fulfilled. The knowledge of
the Son of God is the prayer Paul makes, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you

may kinow him better. I pray aiso that the eves of vour heart mavy be enlightened in order

that you may know the hépe™to Which fe Bas cgldg, you, tHe riches of his glorious
L 2O & g,
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icheritance jo the saints, ard His theomiparabhy-gieatspover fbr us who believe. That

power is hike the working of his mighty sttepgth” (Eph. 1:17-1%).

5 (2 mature/parfect man). The author

then writes about ‘all’ ig# denotes matre or perfect. The

ain: is that believers wiil begh g¢pioi, who wiil be able 1o stand

The verse 14 ai

Sobie

of the Son of God

Hoehner is of the view that the conjunction Aina serves verses 14, 15 - 16. Hoehner states

there are two issues that need to be dealt with. The first is how Aina is to be taken? Hina

t23 1

could be result or contemplated result as many versions render it=' However, it more

Bl Cf. RSV, NASB, TEV, JB, NIV, NJB
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likely connotes purpose.?*? The purpose is in order that the believers will not be deceived

by the trickery of people (v. 15). The contemplated is not too different from purpose.”?3

The second question is, to what does the conjunction 4ina go back? He adds there are
three alternatives. To begin with, it may depend on either the verb katanteésoomen or the

last propositional phrase eigmelEond

“we as a body ail attain . E&mo 1u‘1«'i n*ea%:wc?@of leb ,"swturﬂn’ in erder that individual
';.l": ":;._ -.':3"' xx W {-ux H S x“
believers might not be decerved peopie {v. 14) but that we might grow up i him (v.

15374 Secondly it could rely on last prepositional phrase in verse 12, “The buiiding of

ie body of Christ” in order that the befiey the deceived (v, 14) but might grow
immediately dependent on the

main verb édooken of verse: d people in crder that believers

given a role.
refiects Lml Pabﬁ :

is given forfﬂae ¢

grow up in Christ, who is the head of the body. Unity in the body emanates from Christ.

B2 Cf. AV, RV, ASV
233 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary, 559
234 Hoehner, Ephesians An Exegetical Commentary, 560

56



It is through him that everyone grows. It is from him the whole body, joined and held
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part

does its work.

Z.4 Theological Retlections

2.4.1 Progressive Christiar Unity

Pau! suggests that, Christianiyai

Aph. 4:2-33. Peace and ¢oneness

2.4.2 Insiantane

The body of Chr

gt ‘one’ seven

2.4.3 Value of Christian,

Every Chnstian in Ephesus has been given grace. No Christian 1s deficient of the grace
of God. Before mentioning the Christ ascension gifts the author makes it clear that each
Christian has received grace from Christ. This makes everyone relevant in the body of

Christ.
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2.4.4 Diverse Gifts given to the Church
After Christ came to the earth, He ascended to heaven and gave different gifts unto men.

He gave apostles, prophets, evangelist, and pastor-teacher (Eph. 4:11). Each of these

te have on the church have ng
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CHAPTER THREE
BRIEF HISTORY AND POSITION OF THE PENTECO/CHARISMATIC
LEADERS
3.0 Introduction

The previous chapter was an excgests of | phcmam 4:1-16. We discussed the Christ’s

ascensions gifts given to thg ¢ urch: (a“ pﬂ.pam‘ I3 amts, te cardy out the mandate Christ
?“\. _ .Q\.
i

gave to the Church. Thishy hdpte

HErtH

"'\.
o "'\.
. .\:\.

G
b histesy of *the Benteco/Charismatic

Churches in Kumasi with respect to the Chst ascension gifts.

capital iz Kumasi. Majority of

residents are Akan, Their co

hana.

Majority o L AHG 2010 population

census, 13.19 agligan’ Lutheran cic.} 21%, Pentecostal

and others 0.9%.2% According to the 2010 Population and Houses Census majority of

235 Ghana Statistical Service, 2010 population and Housing Census: District Analytical Report, Kumasi
Metropolitan. October 2014.
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the Christians residents in Kumasi belong to the Penteco/Charismatic Churches.

Penteco/Charismatic churches fall under the Ghana Pentecostal and Charismatic Council.

3.2 Cursory Look at Pentecostalism in Ghana

Pentecostalism 15 an evangelical charismatic reformation movement that usually traces

1 {931 under the feadership
He
:x

i 'E‘Iﬁ(ﬁ crventthar Smphasize on speaking in

~

tongues {Acts 2:4).2%7 Pentecostsls f)eheyie; in the mimstry gifts whicl: are Apostles,

Prophets, Fvangeiists, Pastors and Tea : S ¢ outpeuring of the Holy Ghost in Acts

Apostle Anim, the founder of
as Faith Tabernacic Ghirch.?*
on Ghanalans
experience i ig: i iternational (CACI) as

“Dispcnsaribn o (ai movement is the

Ettos://www. google. cong
/Ashanti/KMA . pdi&ve
vYawgWICEZARVY CCC4XI'-.,P)\ W

236 M.C. Tinney, “Pentecostalism” in Evangelical [)lctzonary of Theology. Ed. Walter A. Elwell. 2" Ed.

27 Alfred Koduah, Christianity in Ghana Today. (Accra: Church of Pentecost Press, 2004), 94-95.

238 Guy P. Dulffield and Nathaniel M. Van. Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology. (Los Angeles:
L.I.LF.E Bible College, 1983), 423-29

239 Cephas Narh Omenyo, Pentecost Outside Pentecostalism: A Study of the Development of Charismatic
Renewal in the Mainline Churches in Ghana, 37.

240 Abamfo A. Atiemo, The rise of Charismatic Movements in the mainline Churches in Ghana (Accra:
Asempa Publishers, 1993), 20-1.

241 Atiemo, The Rise of Charismatic Movements,20-21

242 Atiemo, The rise of Charismatic Movement, 20-21
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After that, Rev. Lloyd and Margaret Shirer, missionaries from United State of America
working in Ouagadougou currently Burkina Faso moved on to cross the border to the
Northern Region of Ghana, then Gold Coast on horseback in early 1931. On their arrival,
they found the harvest ready, so they informed their senders in the USA and recruited
missionaries. Their inttial recruits were Miss Beulah Buchhwalter and Guy Hickok.?#

They stayed at humbumvm fioo,_ :

"'\.
"'\. b
'\:. .Q\.

among the Assemblies of God (AG) missioparies, Larbi indicates that Shirer is one of

the first AG mussionaries to move fro yipakiyito Ougadongon. She, according 1o Larbi,

, the language the Mossi

on. The iniital AG church was

‘o 7 Mckweon was

curative

e and

medicine. This Ted:

as missionaries for the UK Apostolic Church until 1953 where he formally parted ways

with the UK Apostolic Church, the Apostolic Church of Gold Coast and started an

243 Emmanuel Kingsley Larbi, Pentecostalism, The Eddies of Ghanaian Christianity. Accra, Ghana: Center

for Pentecostal and Charismatic Studies, 2001. 72
4 www.ag ghana.org/gchg/history.html (accessed on18th March, 2017)
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indigenous Pentecostal movement, Gold Coast Christ Apostolic Church which later

became Church of Pentecost.

After McKweon had left the Apostolic Church of the Gold Coast, Cyril Roser
reorganized the church and became the new leader. Other people took over the leadership

ot the church. At (hana’s, name to The Apostolic

Church of Ghana. Ofori Ad@@{‘_?ﬁc;‘f@f fﬁ; m ﬁ whwhdp»&wlt}ﬁh» reovganization of the

- S L “' o S
i O ey W e S W

cierch after Mokweon s succession became ﬂu first Gharaiar president of the church.?®

ging: in 1953 having the nrame Apostolic
i £ I

Faith T¢ b st A *heéfzrsi Pentecostal

o formm The Ghana

Evangelical Fellowship. Their first meeting was held at Evangel Assemblies of God

Adabraka, Accra. Rev. J.K. Gyan Fosu (Assemblies of God), Pastor J.E. Egyir-Paintsil

245 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 71
246 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 70
247 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 70.
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(Church of Pentecost) and Pastor R.F. Gaskin (World Wide Evangelization Crusade)
became the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary respectively.?*® Theological
differences made it difficult to continue with the Pentecostals, so the evangelical sisters
left the group. The group’s name was therefore changed to Ghana Pentecostal Fellowship

.

in 1977, Other Pentecostal churches in (hana mclude the Foursauare (rospel Church,

Church of God, Pcm‘ccostg_ f God of Prophecy. The

”hmﬁr‘a,l mrossinentin Ghava and the growth

P'\

Pentecosial movement is ih@ et ndf LH

is attributable to the belien the power of the Holy Spirit and the acceptance of the Gifts

of the Holy Ghost.”® Hasting mainteifig that il be ditficult to understand African

Christianity without unceixtaq@'"" ovenientof revival and renewal” #

Pantecos?
couniry.” Thﬂr me
alleges that the]r 3

&

more of mé:cti I3

Television Broadcast,

Redemption Hour the same year. Those who benefited from his training are Archbishop

248 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 75

249 Andrian Hasting, 4 History of Christianity]1950-1975. (Cambrige: University Press, 1979), 67
230 Hasting, A History of Christianity, 67

21 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 89

252 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 89
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Nicholas Duncan Williams, Seth Abbey and Emmanuel Mettle in 1977. Another batch
of people including Charles Agyin Asare, Addae Mensah, Godwin Normanyo also
benefited later. Redemption Hour Faith Ministry was established at Laterbiorkoshie in
1978 by Archbishop Benson Idahosa. When Archbishop Nicholas Duncan-Williams

completed his training in Nigeria he came to Ghana and decided to work with the Church

of Pentecost. As his effort wag'bot §uecesgiuliwith CoB,
i OB R E R

. . , B L P <Y PR o i i I
ir his father’s house at AfiportireSidenfiil areaNichola¥ Dufican-Wilijam siarted the

B
I

i H
A H
] B

Christian Action Faith Ministry., This occmged aiter be had liad several meetings with

Resurrection Power and Living Bread Ministry and Ola’s Harvesters all in Kumasi.?>

253 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 298-299
254 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 298-299
255 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 301-302
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There are currently many other Charismatic churches in Kumasi and other cities and

towns in Ghana.

Larbi outlines major people who have had influence on the theological influence on
Ghanaian Pentcostalism. They are Archbishop Benson Idahosa, Oral Roberts, Kenneth

lagin, T.L. Osborn, Paul (gurreptty Davtd) Y:.pn_ Avancini, Morris Cerullo,

Derek Prace, Fred Price, ng{@r SLHE‘QH:? Gordom md%, :‘%bec,-;a Brown, Kenneth

- '~C t “' o S
i O sy W e S W

Copeland, Reinhard Bonnke and Bcn Y Hz*m 23 Their books, tapes ard seminars have

had great irepact on them.

There are {Chrissian aroup-ehufc vemeitsiang fellowship which emphasize
& %

salvation in Chrisi as a tran irought by the Floly CGlhiest and in

preumatic phenomena inely

256 Larbi, Pentecostalism, 307-311

257 J. Kwabena Asamoah-Gyedu, Afiican Charismatics: Current Developments within Independent
Indigenous Pentecostalism in Ghana. (The Netherlands: Koninklijke Brill, 2005), 9.

258 Jones Darkwa Amanor, Pentecostalism in Ghana: An African Reformation. (accessed at, www.pctii.
org/cyberj/cyberj13/amanor.html on 8th March 2017)

259 Amanor, Pentecostalism in Ghana: An Afvican Reformation.

260 This statement on apostles and prophets was approved as the official statement by the General
Presbytery of the Assemblies of God on August 6, 2001.
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members from these groups.?s! Some of these groups in schools became churches and
were headed by lecturers and teachers. It has gained recognition across the globe.?®? In
Ghana, Alfred Kobina Semeko puts it better, “The Charismatic church without doubt,
seem to hold the center stage of contemporary Ghanaian Christianity because of its rise,

growth and theological influence.”*?

HA T B :ﬁ R
B E) . HY - o e o Hl
3.4 The doctrine of Penicepstials = B Bt measd B

Pertecostal teachungs are diverse and sincgithe focus of this thesis is not on Pentecostal

“the Holy Spirit, this
uables beligver o God; salvatiol healing, prosperity,

14 _gi':aim i, prosperity

2! Omenyo, Pentecost Gurside Pentecostitism=ess B Bshun, A Study of the Sociai Ministry of Some
Charismatic Churches in Ghana: A Case Study of the Provision of Educational and HealthCare
Services by Four Selected Churches. An Unpublished Thesis to the University of Ghana. July 2013.
http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh accessed on 21% July, 2017.

262 Allan Anderson and Walter J. Hollenweger eds. Pentecostals After A Century: Global Perspective on
a movement in Transition, JTP Sup. 15 (Sheffield Academic Press, 1999) 190

263 Alfred Kobina Semeko, 4 Comparative Study of Leader Emergence and Engagement in Historic
Mission and Charismatic Churches in Ghana. An Unpublished Thesis Submitted to the University of
Ghana p. 48

264 For a detail work on this one can refer to Foundations of Pentecostal Doctrine

265 Gyedu, Afiican Charismatics, 36
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266°

‘adopt American worship style in terms of music, preaching etc.-°®” Larbi categorizes

Neo Pentecostals (Charismatic churches) into two namely: those who emphasize mostly
on abundant life: the material and the physical well-being of the believer and those whose

focus is on deliverance, the deliverance ministries.?¢’

Dutticid and Cieave are ol the vig

leaders were more descriptive.of teir o fisthes thzn oFtheir 3fhces and rank.”"?%8 That
7R TR o HoaY o HEN Y e
PR i {"; TR L ¢ R
i L il Pt P u

is, one’s title described a respopsibility. Leaders n the NT church were appeinted by the

26).°7 The churgh

2Thes. 3:6--1:5.; 1 re :é}::pected i honor,

respect andiobeyh 17, 24).77 Leaders

ir: Benteeort harizmal s arg-edlied by v are Tegu :or:e has to

fore they can

periorm i

266 Omenyo, Pentecost Outside Pentecostalism, 96

267 Larbi Pentecostalism, 301-307

268 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 423
269 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 424
270 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 424
27! Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 424
272 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 424
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The Assemblies of God position paper on Apostles and Prophets posit that scholars’
position on the ministry gift in Ephesians is either fivefold or fourfold, however, they are
of the view that the best description of ministry should be manifold and not four-fold nor
five-fold since there are other ministries, they write, “Ephesians 4:12 gives to all saints
the work of mintsiry, while | Corinthians 12:28-30 and Romans 12:6-8 provide aspects

of ministry beyond the dgss The other Classical

Pentecosial Churches ac &uw'ic?ihc,ﬂ e m‘z:; fo*l& mnuthxw-z*-mm‘r, Charismatic churches

there are five-fold ministry,

Even though the issue of the ordin Ewomen into the pasioral ministry in some
4

Penteco/Charismatic churchesig gl

pricsthood and are taking led

withstanding, the contribution

:anity in Ghana is ngglegted by

_wuf\!;; tl 2 ot
? ‘ang all'Oult af

273 The General Council, AG Position, T

274 Ernestina Enyonam Novieto, Women Leaders in Ghanaian Pentecostal/Charismatic

Churches. An Unpublished Thesis Submitted to The University of Ghana in Partial fulfilment of the
requirements for the Award of PhD study of Religions Degree, http://ugspace.ug.edu.gh (accessed on
19 August, 2017). 75-76.

275 Ernestina Enyonam Novieto, Women Leaders, 74

276 Richard Foli, Christianity in Ghana: A Comparative Church Growth Study, (Accra: Trust

Publications, 2006), 295.

277 Robert Williams, Ghana Anglican Church allows Ordination of Women Priest.
www.christianpost.com/news/ghana-anglican-church-allows-ordination-of-women-priests-39322/
(accessed on 19" August, 2017)
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Sussanna C. Naana Ackun were ordained.?’® It should be noted that “The ministry of
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelist, Pastors and Teachers in Ephesians 4:11and 11-12 is not

just for Church leadership, but for the entire church (Eph. 4:11; 11).727°

Jesus called the Apostles, trained them and then they received the baptism in the Holy

=
parst
oy
=t

bt

s o gualification

=

for recerving these cai!it‘ngs,;f‘oww%;f,
"'\.

t ziqadr‘ ﬁu Iw*l:w dt.ﬁ‘up jes apostles alter they

R
S 'H.. e

HAY HRY H
B i L) R e i W

A
had watkced with him for a wile iMk 3:7-13-19). Aposiles were tasked by Christ Jesus

on 19th K -aguft, 4()1")

219 peter White, A Missional study of Ghanaian Pentecostal Church’s Leadership and leadership
formation. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/278548236 2015 (accessed 19th August, on 2017)

280 The General Council, 3

81 A J. Roxburg, The missionary Congregation, leadership and Liminality. (Harrisburg PA: Trinity, 1997),
62

282 The General Council of Assemblies of God, 3.

283 The General Council of Assemblies of God, 5.

284 A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd edition, rev.
and ed., Frederick William Danker (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 122.

285 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 425
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Apostles are gifts from God, commissioned by Him.?8¢ According to Duffield and Cleave
the discussion on whether there are apostles in contemporary church or not, is dependent
on the meaning of ‘Apostle’. They add that, since the Canon closed no other apostolic
writer has been commissioned to add to the scriptures. However, when apostle is used in

wider sense to mean, “One commissioned of the Lord to open new mission ficlds, whose

nol Bg an inappropriale use of
-

rinisiry is accompanied wi

o

X i“
H -
i %

T - E:
the word.”?7 This implies that ther® con

Lo el RS i ]
d bespedtiesteddy, kdwever, they do not have
the mandate 10 add 10 the Scripiures unlikgithe ones who wrote the NT. Pentecostals are

of the view that because they teach what:thg:Aposties taught and share in the Holy Power

zof the view that they were

replace James after Herod killed him (Acts 12:1-2). The Council quotes Dietrich Miiller

286 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 425

287 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 425

288 The General Council of Assemblies of God, 1-2.

289 B, Earle Ellis, Pauline Theology: Ministry and Society (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989), 38.
20 Ellis, Pauline Theology: Ministry and Society. 38
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who says, “One thing is certain. The New Testament never betrays any understanding of
the apostolate as an institutionalized church office, capable of being passed on.”?’! The

marks of an apostle include:

“The first and most important mark of true apostles of Christ was that they had seen the
risen Lord and beer personally commissioned by Him as witnesses to His resurrection
(Acis 1:21.22; 1 Corinthiam Q'l' 15" &1..; The personal “11 and com”ni"ion \,f ‘rhe

Pacl, see Acts 9:1-1 ")73 whd ﬂme the- spm‘ t..l mﬁ '0.{ /1(111, W, of e.p«‘x.lez,hip was
granted . Apf\%tieﬁ @ 'efﬂﬁupux "@m '*ﬂy‘eq llg’pwd :91 prup“tb_t‘(‘ ptfgac‘nn g and teaching

 With the ;poatolu, giit mirexr‘mactg@ua SQ g'm‘a‘ gifls, (_,} Lolm’h ians 12:8-10} .
The apostles were the zutheritative teachers of the Early C Chursh in both beiief “md
practice. ., Apos .tlm were cominissionsd as mussionaries and church builders o
Suftering for Christ’s sake seerms i haveiligen a major mark of the aposiolic office .
and Apocstics wers pasterai and re ktmna:i :

church.”*” In Hphesians 2: ZO_th 4 postles and prophets. Drffield and

yrophecy remains in
In 'f:puch Pentecostal
: :opi_t_lcs, “Anvene who

. the New

ance, and

“Prophecy is one of'the,

291 The General Council of Assemblies of God, 6
292 The General Council of Assemblies of God, 8
293 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 426

294 John Eadie, Commentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians. (Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House,
1983), 300-1
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persistently are called prophets™?®> The Assemblies of God General Council makes the

following statement about the NT prophets:

(1) there were recognized groups of prophets in the early churches often closely
associated with the apostles; (2) the apostles themselves (as Barnabas, Silas [both of
whom on occasion appear to be recognized as apostles], Saul [Paul], and John) also
functioned as prophets (Acts 13:1; 15:32; Revelation 1:3); (3) these prophets did travel
cn occation from churck to church; (4} beti men and women were rocegnized as
prepheiss (5) prophets, awhijeatieer an ." Euﬂclwr:u: Abel eapacity as
prophiets like overseers/§dgit S SpiE aposties and el ch»
in the belief and prac twqxci the Ear N Churz,h 63 Df the 'rophet was
maintained by d‘,lth-.,fth-\.l rd‘:ytterahée t'ial Vvaif, ue to

doctrine; and (7) there i no lrhm sion fOF qaal'f‘fr‘*w or éﬁ‘pémtm}r prc)hvk 2% 2 mut of
a church ieadership hierarchy for succeeding generations, >

~

ership jormanon. 4

g . . ] e .
22 4 miissional study of Uhanazan FeriecSytm-Chamihizs’s Te

2% The General Council of Assemblies of God, 8

297 Larbi, Pentecostalismy, 286

28 C.P. Wagner, Your spiritual gifts can help your church grow, 97

2% Hirsch, The forgotten ways, 158

300 M. Lorke, M. & D. Werner, D. eds., Ecumenical vision for the 21st century. (World Council of
Churches, Switzerland. 2013), 113

301 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 426

302 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 426

303 Hirsch, The forgotten ways, 170

304 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 426
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ministers.3% They may at times be at a given geographical local performing evangelistic

activities.

The pastor is the leader of a church. Pastor occurs once in the NT. Other synonyms are
used for pastoral office.3? The elder was equivalent to the pastor, and was the most
tibiguitous fitie tor the persg

oT ip-charge of a:-b al.churehy Lasishop and clder are used

interchangeably in the NT.3 d‘“@hunﬁ and devotes his ttme for

H S x“

the Tlock while the flock also have access to hirn® The Bisho op was in charge of one
local church until the second century whiere:

chuirches.

The Geuneral Council of the A the view that, “As Paul and Silas

established m:ssionary chur int “elders” (Acts 14:23). Paul

Overséers and

finistry in the

sentrtherteacht o PR TSHER 1, A, .2
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women in Scripture concerns the qUESHERST of beadship, submission, and equality in

305 S A. Moreau, Evangelical dictionary of world missions, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2000), 346.
306 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 427

307 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology,428

308 Comparing the following text make it clearer: Titus 1:,6 with 1:7-9; Acts 20:17 with 20:28)

309 Hirsch, The forgotten ways, 160

310 The General Council of the Assemblies of God, p. 5

311 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 427
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male/female relationship. The answers to these questions are fundamental to determining

whether or not women should be ordained as elders, and pastors in the Church.”3!?

The egalitarianism and Complementarianism views will to be discussed briefly.
Complementarian hold that God made man the head in creation (Gen. 1-2) and this

leading role or headship, is ¢t Wavne Grudem, a

complementariai posits ihaﬂq‘ba c‘maf:@d ‘1{1 t;h; unag)e ' f‘é‘\wc‘ nicans “1 be like God and
'1.': “‘::.__ ] -.':- H; Wi timide 'x“‘-

represent God . . . this 1s a privilege men and women have.”? He adds that, we should

value " Whenever men are se women it is a violation of

T g . T . s 3 > g
scriptures.’® This asaertion is i ughi but their point of departure
35 : o

is what this section shall fog

#vorid.”3 0 This is an
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312 Duffield and Cleave, Foundations of Pentecostal Theology, 427

313 Wayne Grudem, “The Key Issue in the Manhood-Womanhood Controversy, and the WayForward” in
Biblical Foundations for Manhood and Womanhood. Ed. Wayne Grudem. (Wheaton Illinois: Crossway
Books, 2002), 19

314 Grudem, “The Key Issue in the Manhood-Womanhood, 20

315 Grudem, “The Key Issue in the Manhood-Womanhood, 20

316 Biblical Gender Equality; A Summary. MI: Christian for Biblical Equality, 2015, 3 (accessed at
cbeinternational.org on 3™ March, 2017)

317 Kaiser, Jr, The Biblical Teaching on Women. 9
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honor and credit along with their male counterparts.”!'® The ascension gifts are people.
The gifts given to the church are not only males since there are prophetess in the NT. The

Penteco/Charismatic churches have both sexes as gifts in their churches.

It is worthwhile to acknowledge the works of scholars on women roles in Ghanaian

churches.’*® Women leadegship. in, i‘:ur@hcs. in (Jha gnced by the African

traditional religiots practicgs 411(1 lhe Afncanximiltuu’ whun.h {AlCs) where women
.\:'\- '\C. R "‘?\: 3 '\-\.“?' S
i SO ey R S W

play key rofes.*?0 Adasi explains Lha. this 1s 28 a resuil of the influence of African

of Tews and non

marriage, parentings

_ W .,g:' it C‘halla in P Glfrord ‘c:l ) ‘»zudles of
Leligion in 4’]1(.:,, \31‘-11 Lcad‘.n 20073 AT Gvadu J. K., African Charismaies: Current
Developments within Indigenous Pentecostalism in Ghana, (Koninklijke Leiden: Brill NV, 2005);
Sackey, B. M. New Directions in Gender and Religion: the Changing Status of Women in African
Independent Churches, (Oxford: Lexington Books, 2006).

320 Grace, Sintim Adasi, ‘Ordained Women Ministers in the Presbyterian Church of Ghana: Roles and
Challenges,” Unpublished PhD Thesis, (University of Ghana, 2012), 186.

321 Adasi, Ordained Women Ministers, 130-157

322 B. M. Sackey, New Directions in Gender and Religion: the Changing Status of Women in African
Independent Churches, (Oxford: Lexington Books, 2006).

323 Grudem, The Key Issue in the Manhood-Womanhood, 20

324 David Spencer, Beyond Sex Role. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1985), 227.

75



according to God’s word. When this is done, each will respect the other and the interest

of others will become a priority.?> Grudem concludes this will change the ill traditions

that seek to demean women in all walks of life.32¢

In the Charismatic and Pentecostal Churches women play key roles in the church.

-entecostal churches

Women are allowed to usg theyr spiritug! @ifis. g thg-ciassk
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of God women are not pernitted (¢ become pasters or elders of churches. In the

¢s played by each gifi-and how

325 Grudem, The Key Issue in the Manhood-Womanhood, 22
326 Grudem, The Key Issue in the Manhood-Womanhood, 23
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CHAPTER FOUR
AN EVALUATION OF GIFTS OF THE ASCENDED CHRIST AMONG SOME
PENTECO/CHARISMATIC CHURCHES IN KUMASI
4.0 Introduction

The previous chapter considered a briet history of Kumasi and also the position of

geclion witl look at how

Churches. However, sevenieg : | SRISL as some were not ready to give

added that, the ascension ieaders inciude the Apostle, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and

Teachers while the lay ministers are elders, deacons and deaconesses. His response was

327 Interview with Christopher Affum Nyarko, the Principal of The Apostolic Church Bible College, T.U.C.
on 8" February, 2017 at his office.
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not different from Apostle Ekow Wood, Paul Frimpong Manso and Gladys Agyei. They
were also of the view that the Biblical leaders of the Church were the fivefold ministers.
Isaac Kofi Twumasi and Asubonteng were of the view that Biblical leaders of the Church
are Pastors (also known as elders, shepherds, or Bishops), deacons and elders. Similarly

White mentioned that leaders of the church were the Apoqtlcs, teachers, deacons and

helpers.** When the need o Sons {9 gam‘., p:al L@_ tl e T\ I’Lhurz.h teadership (Acts

H i R i
"'\- ""'x EoR

€, dei
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6).42° This is iu Hue with Péler Whi‘t“ 8 Zvﬁi‘a)mlai‘rﬁ* e -1teﬂhturc review.

I comld be deduced that in the Bibie, appitles were the leaders of the churcl. When the

church began 1o grow, elders were agpoii anzge the house churches. The elders
or pasiors began o oversee f.h ihd rch ieaders were called by God

end accepled by the peopled i¢ churches have procedares in

oi calling are gyv
be called as 1.11
church poli_iy) €

¢ Info unistry.

3ime leaders

7

mitnistriesiang

4,1.2 'The presence of the Giftsin.d
The study sought to find out whether the gifts in Ephesians 4:11 are in the church today.

Pastor Isaac Twumasi is of the view that the Christ’s Ascension Gifts are in the Light

328 Interview with Peter White, Pastor of Christ Apostolic Church International on 17% January, 2017

32 Interview with Joseph Barnie, Pastor of International Central Gospel Church, Bantama on 24" February,
2017
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330 maintains that all the gifts

House chapel. Asubonteng sides with Isaac. Asubonteng
are in his church. The gifts are still in the church, they are Christ’s Ascension Gifts to the
church but if it is not taught in the Church it may not be seen.*}! Nyarko adds that the

Christ ascension gifts are still with the church, the reason being that their ministries are

stif 1 the Church. Nyarko cmphamzr“d that the apostolic mimstry, prophictic ministry,

B HE L . .
church. An individual is calfe d ni, A gicewhenthat person is anointed to perform a

particular assignment. It means the person performs that work habitually. White posits

30 An interview with Joseph Asubonteng, a pastor of Believers Loveworld on 16th February, 2018

31 An Interview with Joseph Barnie, a pastor of International Central Gospel Church on 24th February,
2017.

332 An interview with Bernard Awuah, a pastor of Church of God on 29th March, 2017.

333 An interview with Ekow Wood, an apostle in the Church of Pentecost on 9th February, 2017.
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that as far the purpose for which these gifts were given has not ended (Eph. 4:12-16) they
are still needed and are still in the church.?** The gifts mentioned in Ephesians 4:11 are
in the contemporary church, especially the Penteco/Charismatic churches. If two are no
more, then the other three are also no more. This is because they were all given for a

particular assignment and since that assignment 1s ongoing, it s difficult to pick and

ouﬂi.out thP Kugnasi metropolis there are

B i
By i k
i i '\-C"' i N

couttiess church posters n% Lmso wst‘h pr@phﬁis and: @pusﬂ*ﬁ& on thews as speakers.

This was seen on aimast ail the five a‘rrgnd% of churches in Ghana, All the Christ’s

Ascension Giits are in the Church, | aid thas the Christ’s Ascension

Gifts are in the contemporary gl

ilarities in the
Yarke was of the view

individuals occupying

minisiry: prayer, teaching, perforimng muadcb and baptisim what the aposties did then

was not different from the role of the contemporary counterparts. The criteria which were

used in appointing apostles then is also different from that of today. Apostles should not

334 Interview with Peter White
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be put in the same jacket in terms of their functions because of the spiritual, ecclesiastical

and other needs.

Godwin Tito Agyei** opined that all these gifts are with the church but the ability of any

of them to write inspired books is no more. This is in line with Boice’s (1997) position

that there is no prophet or apoct-

5 that to Bowee there are g mon. iﬁo@hcﬁs a‘red dwsﬂm‘iﬁow “ver liiey are (¢ carry on
-\'."‘? """.\;_ 'H.

o S
i O sy W e S W

the work started in the early chureh. Agyei add 4 that the council has a iot of the Christ’s

e

It is the same ascended Christawho.gives the st Je&unity that existed among the early
chirch is no more, as denon Bver. The benefits that (he church

ouid have not fortheoring Ieuuse of

#ipt onig’s denomination

alt the offices. Nyarko sapported his asseition by making reference to the President of

The Apostolic Church Ghana from 1988 — 1996, Peter Atta Antwi, who played the roles

335 Interview with Godwin Tito Agyei, Chairman of Ghana Pentecostal and Charismatic Council, Kumasi,
on March 14™, 2017

336 An interview with Christopher Affum Nyarko.

337 An interview with Jonathan A. Bill, Pastor of Preachers of Christ on 14™ February, 2018.
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of all the Christ’s Ascension Gifts. As such, Antwi who was an apostle, prophet,
evangelist, pastor and teacher. Bill claimed he has been called into the fivefold ministry.
Apostles were ubiquitous in the Bible times unlike today.**® An individual may be called
into more than one of the offices.?** We see all the gifts in the contemporary church.3*

Wood stated that one nerson may be cailed into more than one of these offices.
; 3

-\.

Wood added thiat, though am‘mdm@dl‘ma} '33 callgd inffugorethan one ol these offices,
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they have to wmature into them. He co mp-nre it 1o mangoes that unttl are matured people
Wood added that while others m

one of these Christ ascension

3% An interview with Ofosuhemaa Konadu, Vice President of Life is Christ Outreach on 19% | February,
2018

339 An interview with Joseph Barnie and Naa Odonkor Klodey on 13" March, 2018

340 An interview with Awuah Bernald.

341 Interview with Apostle Ekow Wood.

342 Interview with Peter White

343 An interview with Isaac Mensah, a pastor of Lighthouse Chapel International on 13" February, 2017.
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4.1.5 The Hierarchical Nature of the Gifts
As to whether the gifts were of same importance, Twumasi was of the view that the
Christ’s Ascension Gifts were not hierarchical since each one was significant. Twumasi

added that though they were not hierarchical, the contemporary church has made them

¢ special. Wood posited
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. . . Y Pl HH 3 '"\'\: ey R an . ~
five gifts the aposile becorfes the feaderiin that-aPostles:Were fnentioned firet and then

8 among Jeaders there :s 2 leader.
#F'his is not & matter of being a

af, i the Church of.Péntecost

apost
supporis Twummags's

hierarchical. **# T}

ersin Lhgir church. 3

significant and play different roles in building the church. Asubonterig on the other hand

344 An Interview with Peter White.

345 This was a unanimous view of all the respondents. This is because not all people called into these
ministries accept to work as full time ministers. Some accept to work in the corporate world and also
work as lay workers in churches. Wood calls such people unpaid ministers while those who accept to
work as full time ministers he refers to them as ‘ministers who are paid to pray (work)’.
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maintained that the gifts were same and not hierarchical.**® None of the gifts is superior
to the other.’*” Though the gifts are not hierarchical however their work differ.>*® The
ascension gifts are not hierarchical. In churches it is the institutionally recognized people
who lead and not necessarily Christ ascension gifts to the church. Any of the Christ’s

Ascension Gifts could become a leader. The use of the names for the Christ’s Ascension

I ammm_ Pntccoﬁu arisinatic churches as

- e : .Q-\. ':"":EQ\. b
B
i

f‘}:cl ﬁmy Furstdghd bacause of Hheir cailing. It

Gifls as ministerial titles Lié bﬁ)ug

-
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'\'\. .Q'\.
these called into some of thc: u’um%i

was observed that most founders of Penteco/charismiatic churches are apostles and

propheis. Ths is because they fee Fiareispecial comparing themselves to other

riinisters, 34
ic churches, 1t is the church

It was observed ihat amaf

leadership ¢

his credentiai,:i’ﬂir' 1

346 An Interview with Asubonteng, a pastor of Believers Loveworld on 26" February, 2017
347 An Interview with Joseph Barnie.

348 An Interview with Awuah Bernald.

349 An interview with Awuah Bernard.
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4.1.7 Gifts or gifted people

The study sought to find out whether the Christ’s ascended gifts were gifted people or
gifts. Two dominant opinions were that, they are given spiritual gifts which put them at
their office and the other view was that they are made like that by the exalted Christ. Naa

Klordey Gdonkor was of the view that the giﬁs make them different. That 1s, it is the

.

spirttual gifts that determifedvho by age.
WooNnL KON
WO ORE

;,:\C
Ascension Gifts are gifts te ﬁle é*hutd This view: by ee&m“m ’\&hcAnht ’s opinien when
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¢ that the Christ’s
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he siated in chapter one that the Christ as 330

.?'

censicn gifts are people, that is leaders.

Y

Haowever, since in their work, semefil

146 time to encourage

the church.®

330 Paul Frimpong Manso, General Superintendent of Assemblies of God Ghana, interviewed on 12th
March, 2017

31 Interview with Gladys Agyei of the Assemblies of God, Ghana on 3™ January, 2018.

352 An interview with Rita Kumi, Co-founder of Anointed Deliverance Prayer Ministry on 17% March,

2018

Interview with Joseph Barnie

354 An Interview with Rita Kumi

353
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4.1.9 The Gifts being functional or positional

The gifts in Ephesians 4:11 are functional offices and not positions.?>> When these gifts

are seen as positional there is the tendency to boss them over rather than using their

crence between the Apostles in the Bible

view that if these gifts are see

funiction i some of these of

ctional

356

Fiministers®® or

355 An Interview with Peter White

336 Tent minister or part-time minister is a Penteco/Charismatic word which means a minister of the Gospel
who at the same time maintains his or her secular job.

357 An Interview with Isaac, a pastor of Lighthouse Chapel International on 8™ February 2017
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A member in a church may be called as an apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor or teacher
but may not be a leader in the church. This person’s calling may be attested to by the
church, however the same person may not hold any position.>® If the gifts are seen as
ministerial titles then they become positional; however in the Biblical sense they are

functional. This tmplies that the gifts may be functionally positional. That 1s, roles are

'ust: as positionzl without

.Q\.

assigned (o the ascension mfﬁ; H(}\veveg

-\."'\- 'H.“' hH
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correspondent services mﬂéercdm, e Ch‘ul Fﬁlheh m.wh & g:ﬂ*‘]s beirig abased. It is the

function that makes an individnal Christ’ xam,cm on gift ang not the titie, In the exegesis

it came out tiaat they were given 0 wy

However, in a church when peopl

event, they becore position:

sterdependent,

L=}

these gifts will wa Y€ anily. ophecies have ceme to The

gift should value each other and iearn to under stand how just one gift cannot help the

church to grow and mature.

358 An Interview with Joseph Barnie

359 An Interview with Ofosuhemaa Konadu
360 An Interview with Gladys Agyei

361 An Interview with Rita Kumi
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The people in various offices should see each other’s role as unique; when this is done
they will help promote unity in the church. All the gifts are supposed to promote unity.
The zeal with which the five-fold ministry in the Bible times operated is different because
the then ministers saw Jesus.*6? The way these gifts ensure unity is when each of the gifts

perforims thelr respective functions. Jonathan Bili stated that when ail the gitts are not

m confision ol witl be deficient. Each
- " T ;. g e S ) LS .0 .
should regpect the other yelk. Fich ofihe Gheiht svAséonsidu Gifts is Lo prepare the

saints. The work of the Christ’s ascensioiuinay preduce anity in the church when the

b y

imperative that all the Christ

#ot a vocation.

one will negotia

apostle, false evangelist, false pastors-and étlse teachers (Matt. 7:15, Rom. 16:17-18).

362 An Interview with Asubonteng
363 An interview with Godwin Tito Agyei
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False gifts were in the early Church which the apostle wrote extensively about.?% They
are currently in the church. Just as the surest way of identifying a counterfeit is knowing
the original, Penteco/Charismatic churches should encourage their members called into
the ministries to identify them.?%> There are abuse of all the Christ’s Ascension Gifts.

There are faise Teacher, fake Prophets, selt-imposed Pastors, seif-centered Hvangelist

and arrogant Apostles, 3%

thinking that eve

identifying thess

364 An interview with Kumi

365 An interview with Kumi

366 An interview with Twumasi
367 An interview with Konadu
368 An interview with Twumasi
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know the Bible may see it. This is because the abuse have become normal.’® The gift
which is often abused is the prophet. Those who abuse the gift take advantage of the
flock.3” The office of the prophet is abused in the media. They advertise themselves
instead of preaching Christ.*”! Immorality, greed and pride are the commonest

manifestation of the Christ’s Ascension (Gifts.
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369 An Interview with Philip Arthur on 8thy February, 2017
370 An Interview with Pastor Isaac

371 An Interview with Asubonteng

372 An interview with Asubonteng

373 An Interview with Asubonteng

374 An Interview with Naa Klordey Odonkor

375 An interview with Naa Klordey Odonkey
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and are healed or their problems made known through false prophecy. Twumasi stated

that the abuses have denigrated the reputation of ministers of the gospels.

Wood noted that, the abuses help us to identify the genuine ones. As the reputation of the

genuine ones are known, the false ones are identified. Sometimes when gifts are abused

£ be.on th@ churul whcm theg

in a church, the impact may. no

--\.

affects the church at large. 376x‘~g,hurbh i'm‘m% 8 haye bcc‘rmu‘ ;m,n ependent more than
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God dependent.”””

Laziness an the part of chmrch membet
to themselves the re -‘penbibmty
tie body of Christ each has to : otk should not be left in thwe hands of

few else the purpose of Che

376 An Interview with Peter White

377 An Interview with Pastor Isaac Mensah

378 An interview with Paul Frimpong Manso, the General Superintendent of the Assemblies of God, Ghana
on 12" March, 2017

379 An Interview with Christopher Affum Nyarko
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also likened to auditors who are not to be lazy but vigilant to ensure financial sanity.
Pastors should pray for their members so that they do not go after the false ones.* Isaac
Mensah added that members should be taught the truth so that they could differentiate
between the genuine and false ones.?®! We need more teachings to help the abused to

know the truth. The word of God should be studied and taught.*®

Menitorshp; some are not re‘a.ﬂv ais ,:::-a} r%prtl
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and discipie new ministers.®® A gnide sholifd be provided for ministers as self-check in

crder to overcore the abuse. This eeadend cthics for rinistars,

The various Christize depom de raining for thewr members. The

380 An Interview with Pastor Isaac

381 An Interview with Pastor Isaac.

382 An Interview with Joseph Barnie

383 An Interview with Ofosuhemaa Konadu
384 An Interview with Bernard Awuah
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4.1.15 Gender and Christ’s Ascension Gifts

The cultural context within which the gifts were given did not permit women to occupy
leadership position. This has affected the way some Pentecostal leadership see females
having these gifts.?® There is a growing debate in The Apostolic Church, Church of God
and even Church of Pentecost as to women havii 1”15 y and operating 1 these ascenston gifts.

Woimen are net ordained

B "\-\. . .'
ascension gifts are funu;cmd For “‘14{11@& Tt 'ﬂm Somenitan n’)-wmie in the apostolic,

prophetic, evangelistie, pasioral and teac hmg minisiries. Nyarko wentionad that there are

1e a president

of a nation but gpurits Y ood explained that

stnee it 1s theé won ader of the church,

Also, when Gaod cr ag-Created first. So, the

i the €
preach, evangelize, and teach-pust

added that, “This is the position of our church.”*® The structure of church CoP does not

385 An Interview with Peter White

386 An interview with Gladys Agyei, a pastor of Assemblies of God, Ghana on 8th February, 2017
387 An Interview with Ekow Wood

38 An interview with Ekow Wood

389 An Interview with Ekow wood
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favour a female coming into the full-time ministry. The frequent transfers of the five-
fold ministry may also not permit a woman as she is under the husband’s authority. There

is no gender bias in serving in the church; however, females minister under the leadership

of males.3?°

%

In the CoQ, there are femaies who have been called into various five-fold munistries.

Twumasi explained that oﬁ

=
i

N
iHe.ast

."\'\. :"\-
A Eh

ensiontRifteds aiso for both sexes.

"'.-'_. e

chureh: no geuder cards ware yiayéd Hem‘:*‘ 391

¢ examination, but they are not

malb can get : to, higher

4.2 Conclusia

The data gathered were andlyzed-ai

churches believe that the Christ’s Ascension Gifts are in the church. It also came out that

Penteco/Charismatics churches believe the Christ’s Ascension Gifts could be males or

390 Nyarko
31 Interview with Nketia of Christ Apostolic Church International on 4" April 2017
32 Interview with Twumasi of Church of God on 18" May, 2017
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females. However, when it comes to females becoming church leaders they differ. While
the Charismatic churches allow women called into these ministries to become heads of

churches, the Ghanaian Pentecostal churches disallow it.

The Penteco/Charismatic churches are faced with challenges with regards to the use of

the Chirist’s Ascension {Hits. Be.put in place te ensure

that the purpose with whig

A

i B H

: W R L
o s LR L R
Bt BT [ TN TOR) i

Sld be fulfilled. The Christ’s

Ascension ifts are cherishied by Penteco/Charismatic churches and people calied into
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CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATION AND CONCLUSION
5.0 Introduction
This chapter is the final part of the thesis. It entails the summary of the study, summary

of findings, 1ssues emerging out of the research, recomimendations and conctusion.

T
5.4 Summary of ResearchProeess -

The ohjective of this thesis was 1o evaluatgdhe understanding of the Christ’s Ascension

aitive at a contextua

heip in fufilling ¢

Penteco/Charismatic

leaders on the Christ’s Ascension Gifts. The findings from the interview were compared

with the literature review and the findings from the exegesis in the discussions.
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5.1.1 Summary of Findings
1. The study revealed that whereas the Christ’s Ascension Gifts are functional, in
practice, it is seen as positional among some of the Penteco/Charismatic
churches. It was discovered that though the respondents understand that they are

not positional, 10 their denominations they practice otherwise.
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Ascension Gifts. This '#s. Becaus# Hiitstionssaré pladed on females who are
Christ’s Ascenmon Gifts (o the chigreh, While females in some clurches are not
who are permitted to work at &l levels
sg they are fernaies.
3. wsion gifts are five-toid. The pastors
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0. The study found out that though the Penteco/Charismatic churches acknowledge
the existence of the Christ’s Ascension Gifts, there is no formal mechanism to
train each at the Bible Schools. Christians who attend Bible Schools are trained

as pastors.
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5.2 Issues Emerging out of the Study

The following issues emerged out of the study:

The study revealed that, there is a growing concern among the Pentecostal churches to
allow women to take up leadership positions and head churches among some classical

Pentecostal churches. This is borne out of the fact that if thev can tunction as Christ’s

.Q'\.

'Q"' i
Wi timide

It emerged that there is dm,pav;l\, bdwec'l what some Christians know and what they

53 Remmn:li*nd

don ﬂ)’ﬁ FiF a5

operate in their cathing.
2. Ministers who abuse their ministries should be sanctioned by the Ghana

Pentecostal and Charismatic Council. Disciplinary measures should be put in
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place to correct abuses. Minister who are disciplined for abusing their calling
should be punished to deter others.

3. Future researchers on the topic should study the ascension gifts among females
in the Penteco/Charismatic churches.

4, Future researchers should also do a study of the Christ’s Ascension Citts among

lerences in what 1s in

b

A
Y

St

tize texs and what thé prited]

8.4 Coanclusion

g%n that

Fe the ones that

The leadersiare f

scrutiny of ibe.chur

The ascension gifts could be males or females. However, roles performed by people with

the same offices differ from one denomination to another. It was observed that females
could function freely in their office but not as head of a church. Restrictions or liberties

which come the way of a female is posed by the denomination one finds herself in.
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The roles women play in Penteco/Charismatic keep evolving because the Charismatic
Churches do not differentiate between the gifts. A recent development however, is the

use of the title Lady Apostle and Lady Pastors on women ministers.

This research has added to the knowledge through the recommendation of special course

; giﬁ%m thicontgnporary churches. This
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was done by providing wavs to address the abuse of the Christ’s Ascension Gifts. The
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APPENDICES
Appendix I
KWAME NKRUMAH UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

DEPARTMENT OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

41 MPhil (,dnildal at the Departinent of

My name is David is Samu'e' th
J

"'\.

Religious Smdies i the a“»me hark
Evaiuatico of the Clirist’s Ascension Gittginong Selected Penteco/Charismiaiic leaders

15 Kumasi”

'H.""\-

This interview aims at collec gistanding of the Christ’s Ascension

Gifts among Penteco/Charist

gontemporary Church?

6. Are the gifts in

(€ A7 (= 0] o K T

7. Can an individual be called into more than one of the offices?

(€ A7 (= 0] o T
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8. How are the gifts in Ephesians 4:11 different from or same as the contemporary
ones?

9. What roles do these gifts play in the context of Ephesians 4:1-16?

10. What roles do these gifts play in the contemporary church?

P, Why would you desciibe the gifis as functional or positional?

L
g

¥ prair

ot amﬁ,y in ii@ (‘*

R

12, How do these gifts f
S, B B3 OR

'\..\'\? il i
N ich of thess ciftdis/ e Sfen sBus i inthe oe EooE 9
13, Which of these gift§iis/ére often dBuscdhdntne vomtemparary church’

14, Tn what ways do these abnses manifest?

¥0u accept them
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Appendix 1T

PERSONALITIES INTERVIEWED

NAME ORGANIZATION | POSITION DATE
Rev. Philip Arthur Assemblies of God, | Lecturer at 8th February, 2017
Ghana Assemblies of God
Theological

Kev. Prof. Paul A:S@m 31}1u§_ 0 Im{i
Timpong Manso i ;

_ Su‘p m‘!;end%r'
Rk eambilios BE

L _ God, Ghana

{2% March, 2017

Rev. Godwin Tito | Assemblies of§56d | Chateman, Ghana
| | Penfecostal and

HCharismatic

" peit - Kurnasi

S Aposile

Agyet

Aposﬂe Exow Wood

14 Warch, 2017

9% February, 2017

Pastor isaac Mensah iate Pastor

g0 February, 2017

R R
Rev. Gladys Agya

8" Febraary, 2017

| Pastor J nnﬁtharf

R(. v. 11, Pefrr W

‘ehruary, 2018

7% January, 2017

F U& March, 2017

Fin f'ebruary, 2017

Pastor Asubont

16% February, 2018

Pastor Christopher
Affuro Nyarko

........

Apasiolic Church
Bible School

&M February, 2017

Bishop Isaac Twumasi | Church of God Bishop 18t May, 2017
Apostle M. O. Christ Apostolic Apostle 4™ April, 2017
Frimpong Church International
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